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INTRODUCTION


There are dreadful diseases over-running our world—bird flu, H1N1 virus, e-Coli, and all kinds of super-bugs. Who knows what will be next? Everyone hears about them. Every thinking person fears them. Death and destruction follow them. Sound horrible? It is! However, there is something far worse that is over-running our world. It is the abundance of temptations. Paul has something helpful to say about this issue.
I.
THERE ARE THREE FLAWED ATTITUDES TOWARD TEMPTATION.

1.
Some say they are not tempted—too strong, too spiritual, etc. (see Eph 6:12).

2.
Some say they cannot resist temptation—too weak (v. 12).

3.
Some say there is no such thing as temptation or sin—an old way of thinking.

Such attitudes are foolish and over-simplistic. They are naïve in their approach.

II.
THERE ARE THREE FANTASTIC TRUTHS ABOUT TEMPTATION.

1. Temptations are to be seen as a source of joy (James 1:2-4).

(1) Temptations may come from Satan, from others, from within (James 1:12-15).

Exs: Satan tempted Eve, Delilah tempted Samson, & David tempted himself.

(2) Temptations, if resisted, make you stronger spiritually.

Temptations may involve forbidden fruit (Adam & Eve—Gen 3), greener grass (Lot—Gen 13:10), appetite—hunger (Esau—Gen 25:29), money & clothing (Achan—Joshua 7:21), opposite sex (David—1 Kings 11:1), ambition & power (James & John—Mark 10:35), evil companions (Ananias & Sapphira—Acts 5:1-5).
2. No temptation is unique to anyone (re-read v. 13a).
(1) Some have given in, or been overcome.

(2) Some have overcome.

Peter warns, “Resist him (the devil), standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings” (1 Peter 5:9—My underlining).
3.
Every temptation comes with a way of escape (re-read v. 13b)
(1) Peter confirms this truth.

“The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials” (2 Peter 2:9).
(2) Jesus is our example.
“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin” (Hebrews 4:15).

How do we escape? We can escape by resisting temptation: (James 4:7—“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”). Also, we are told not to go along with sinners: (Proverbs 1:10, 15—“My son, if sinful men entice you, do not give in to them.... My son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths....”).
CONCLUSION


Although temptations will surely come our way, they need not over-run us. We do not have to yield, to say yes to Satan. There is a way out! Let us keep our eyes focused on Jesus. Let us overcome in the presence and power of God. It is our choice! Remember, “Greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world.” 
If, however, you do yield to temptation, remember 1 John 1:9—“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
